
 

Sometimes in tragedy we find our life’s purpose
If only…how many times have you said that to yourself or others?
 
Sixteen years ago, Dawn Chisholm found herself saying those very words after 
receiving the news that her husband Bill had passed away in a grain bin accident while 
on the job.  If only…Bill had been wearing a safety harness.  
 
Dawn recalls knowing the very next day that someday she would make it her mission to 
share the importance of workplace safety.  That mission is evolving into speaking about 
making other wise choices: don’t text and drive, don’t 
drink and drive and empowering others to speak up 
when they find themselves in other situations where they 
don’t feel safe.  Because – if only… can impact your 
family and community forever.
 
Dawn is proof that there is hope after tragedy.  Her 
passion to share her message along with her faith in 
knowing this is what she is meant to be doing is her 
“second act”.  She has found love again and knows 
happiness exists even after the worst day of her life.  
 
Dawn has spoken at the ND Safety Council Annual 
Conference as well as numerous manufacturing and 
agricultural facilities, groups, churches and other 
businesses.
 
“A hero is an individual who finds strength to persevere and endure in spite of 
overwhelming obstacles.” ~ Christopher Reeve
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